Don Nierengarten
Cold Spring			

1973 MVP

In his own words: I remember it was in Jordan and it was a beautiful
park. I was only 23 at the time and I had been in a few State Tournaments
before that—St. Cloud Rock Stadium, Wadena and Hutchinson—mostly as
a draftee. The only one I played in that I wasn’t a draftee was in Wadena.
The ﬁrst game I pitched was against Red Wing and I remember they were
kind of an intimidating team. Their starting pitcher was Bob Turnbull, he
played for the Gophers. He had a pretty good fast ball. That game, one of
the things that saved me was that I picked two guys off of ﬁrst base which
killed a couple of rallies. They were a good team and you have to have a
little luck. Of course Cold Spring, always had really good basic baseball,
they had good fundamentals, they were a good defensive team. They made
some good plays, turned a couple of double plays to get us out of some
innings. It was a night game and it was kind of like being in Hollywood
almost. I just have to hand it to Cold Sp[ring because they had such a good
team, it was a joy to play behind them.
Then it was a Sunday morning we played Mayer and we got behind 3-0.
Then they put me in in the ﬁfth inning. I was pitching really well that
morning, I think I could have thrown a no-hitter that day. Everything
worked, the control, speed and breaking stuff, they just didn’t have a
chance (Cold Spring 7, Mayer 3). But then we went back and we took a
shower, came back that night and I was kind of stiff already because I
pitched ﬁve innings in the morning. I just didn’t feel like I had my good
stuff in the evening. I ﬁgured I never made it this far and I was just going
to ﬁght as hard as I can and I managed to ﬁght them off with good defense
from Cold Spring. With the grace of God we came out on top (Cold Spring
3, Dassel-Cokato 1). I was determined to give it everything I had even
though the last few innings was kind of, you know, the arm was stiffening
up and a little bit sore, but we just held on.
I was more surprised than anyone when they talked about an MVP. I wasn’t
even thinking about that when somebody says, “Oh, I think you got MVP.”
I didn’t even know they had an MVP award. Everything was happening
so fast, the champagne was popping and my hair was all sticky and they
just pushed me out there and they were taking pictures of me holding this
trophy and it was quite a magical night for me. 		
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• Don Nierengarten, Cold Spring 1973
• Pitcher
• Won three games
• Pitched 23 innings
• Allowed only one earned run on 7 hits
• Struck out 17
• Had a tournament ERA of 0.39

“

Everything was happening
so fast, the champagne was
popping and my hair was all
sticky and they just pushed
me out there ... it was quite a
magical night for me.”

